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In this talk, I will present some material from my 
new book (forthcoming in september 2019, Seuil, 
and march 2020, Harvard UP)

An economic, social & political history of 
inequality regimes, from trifunctional and colonial 
societies to post-communist, post-colonial hyper-
capitalist societies

As compared to Capital in the 21st century (2013): 
less western-centered, more political and focused
on the transformation of ideology
A much better book (I believe!)



This presentation: two points
1. On the political contradictions of capital accumulation in the early 20c: 
rising inequality 1815-1914  + rivalry between capitalist-colonial powers
→ fall of proprietarian societies (1914-45), unfinished rise of social-
democratic societies (1945-1990), post-communist rebound of 
neoproprietarian ideology (1990-???)

2. On the political contradictions of capital accumulation in the early 21c: 
rising inequality 1990-2020 + rise of pro-rich fiscal and social dumping
→ weakening of pro-globalization narrative, rise of nativist-proprietarian
ideology, (very slow) rise of new forms of socialism: participatory socialism,
social-federalism
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