
1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1962 1967 1971 1977 1996 1999 2004 2009 2014

Total upper castes 13,3% 12,6% 13,4% 13,2% 12,3% 12,0% 12,7% 13,6% 13,8% 14,2% 13,7% 12,8% 13,6% 13,7% 12,8% 14,0%

incl. Brahmins     
(priests, intellectuals) 6,7% 6,6% 6,5% 6,4% 5,9% 5,8% 5,6% 6,6% 6,7% 7,1% 6,5% 5,6% 6,1% 6,1% 5,7% 6,2%

incl. Kshatryas 
(Rajputs) (warriors) 3,8% 3,7% 4,5% 4,6% 4,1% 4,2% 4,1% 3,9% 4,0% 4,1% 4,2% 4,0% 4,2% 4,7% 4,6% 4,8%

incl. other upper 
castes: Vaishyas 

(Banias), Kayasths
2,8% 2,3% 2,4% 2,2% 2,3% 2,1% 3,0% 3,1% 3,1% 3,0% 3,0% 3,2% 3,3% 2,9% 2,5% 3,0%

Total hindu 
population  (millions)

179 194 217 217 228 226 247 375 419 453 519 759 800 870 939 1 012

Table 8.2. The structure of upper castes in India, 1871-2014         

Interpretation: The results reported here were obtained using the British colonial censuses of India conducted between 1871 and 1931 and the post-electoral surveys (self-
declaration) run from 1962 to 2014. One observes a relative stability of the proportion of the population registered as brahmins (former classes of priests and intellectuals), 
kshatryas (rajputs) (former classes of warriors) and other upper castes: vaishyas (banias) (craftsmen, tradespeople) and kayasths (writers, accountants). Other local upper 
castes such as the marathas (about 2% of population) were not included here. Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/ideology.


