
1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011

Hindus 75% 76% 76% 74% 73% 72% 71% 72% 84% 83% 83% 82% 81% 81% 80%

Muslims 20% 20% 20% 21% 21% 22% 22% 24% 10% 11% 11% 12% 13% 13% 14%

Other religions (sikhs, 
christians, buddhists, etc.) 5% 4% 4% 5% 6% 6% 7% 4% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Scheduled castes (SC) 15% 15% 15% 16% 17% 16% 17%

Schedules tribes (ST) 6% 7% 7% 8% 8% 8% 9%

Total Indian population 
(millions) 239 254 287 294 314 316 351 387 361 439 548 683 846 1 029 1 211

Table 8.1. The structure of the population in censuses of India, 1871-2011         

Interpretation: The results reported here were obtained using the decennial censuses conducted in British colonial India between 1871 and 1941 and in 
independant India from 1951 to 2011. The proportion of Muslims falls from 24% in 1941 to 10% in 1951, due to the partition with Pakistan. Starting in 
1951, censuses register "scheduled castes" (SC) and "scheduled tribes" (ST) (untouchables and aborigenal tribes formerly discriminated), which can 
belong to the various religions (mostly hindus and other religions). Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/ideology.


