
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011

Figure 8.2. The religious structure of India, 1871-2011

Interpretation. in the 2011 census, 80% of India's population was reported as "hindus", 14% as "muslims" and 6% from another 
religion (sikhs, christians, buddhists, no religion, etc.). These figures were 75%, 20% and 5% in the colonial census of 1871; 72%, 
24% and 4% in that of 1941; then 84%, 10% and 6% in the first census conducted by independant India in 1951 (given the 
partition with Pakistan and Bengladesh).  Sources and series: voir piketty.pse.ens.fr/ideology.

20%

5%

75%

6%

14%

80%

Hindus

Muslims

Other religions

72% 84%

10%

6%4%

24%

1871-1941: censuses of British Indian Empire 1951-2011: censuses of independant India


