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Figure 15.8. Political conflict and racial cleavage: U.S. 1948-2016

Difference between % vote democrat among black/latinos/other voters
and among white voters
After controls for age, sex, familiy situation

After controls for age, sex, family situation, degree, income, wealth

Interpretation. In 1948, the democratic vote was 11 points higher among black and other minority voters (9% of the electorate) than among 
white voters (91% of the electorate). In 2016, the democratic vote was 39 points higher among black and other minority voters (30%) of the 
electorate than among wite voters (70% of the electorate). Taking into account control variables has a limited impact on this gap. 
Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/ideology.alculs de l'auteur à partir des enquêtes post-électorales 1956-2017 (élections présidentielles et 
législatives). 

                   


