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Figure 14.7. The evolution of voter turnout 1945-2020           

France (presidential elections)
France (legislatives elections)
Britain (legislative elections)
U.S. (presidential elections)

Interpretation. Voter turnout has been relatively stable around 80%-85% in French presidential elections since 1965 (with however a 
small fall to 75% in 2017). The fall has been much stronger in legislative elections, which was around 80% until the 1970s, and was less 
than 50% in 2017. Electoral participation dropped in Britain before rising again since 2010. In the U.S., it has generally fluctuated 
around 50%-60%.  Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/ideology.de l'auteur à partir des enquêtes post-électorales 1956-2017 (élections 
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