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Figure 14.6. Presidential elections in France, 1965-2012 

Left (candidate supported by socialist party (PS) and other left-wing parties)
Right (candidate supported by the gaullist party and other right-wing parties)

Interpretation. The scores obtained during the second rounds left-right of French presidential elections reported here are the following 
1965 (De Gaulle 55%, Mitterrand 45%), 1974 (Giscard 51%, Mitterrand 49%), 1981 (Mitterrand 52%, Giscard 48%), 1988 (Mitterrand 
54%, Chirac 46%), 1995 (Chirac 53%, Jospin 47%), 2007 (Sarkozy 53%, Royal 47%), 2012 (Hollande 52%, Sarkozy 48%). Other second  
rounds (opposing the right, the center and the extreme-right) were not reported here: 1969 (Pompidou 58%, Poher 42%), 2002 (Chirac 
82%, Le Pen 18%), 2017 (Macron 66%, Le Pen 34%). Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/ideology.de l'auteur à partir des enquêtes post-
électorales 1956-2017 (élections présidentielles et législatives). 1956, les partis de gauche (SFIO-PS, PCF, MRG, divers gauche et 

      

De Gaulle 55% 
Mitterrand 45%

Mitterrand 54% 
Chirac 46%

Hollande 52% 
Sarkozy 48%


