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Figure 13.7. The global distribution of carbon emissions 2010-2018

Total carbon emissions
Individual carbon emissions higher than global average
Emissions higher than 2,3x global average (top 10%)
Emissions higher than 9,1x global average (top 1%)

Interpretation. The share of North America (U.S.-Canada) in total global emissions (direct and indirect) was 21% on average in 2010-2018; this
share rises to 36% if one looks at emissions greater than global average (6,2t CO2e per year), 46% for emissions above 2,3 times the global 
average (i.e. the top 10% of world emitters, accounting for 45% of total emissions, compared to 13% for the bottom 50% of world emitters), and 
57% of those emitting over 9,1 times the global average (i.e. the top 1% of world emitters, accounting for 14% of total emisssions).  
Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/ideology.et 


