
0%

1%

2%

3%

4%

5%

6%

7%

8%

9%

10%

11%

12%

France 1660 France 1780 Spain 1750 India 1880

S
ha

re
 in

 m
al

e 
ad

ul
t p

op
ul

at
io

n

Figure 1.1. The structure of ternary societies: Europe-India 1660-1880
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Interpretation. In 1660, the clergy accounted for about 3,3% of male adult population in France, and the nobility for 1,8%, for a total of 5,1% 
for the two dominant classes of the trifunctional society. In 1880, Brahmins (ancient class of priests, as measured by British colonial 
censuses) accounted for 6,7% of male adult population in India, and Kshatryas (ancient class of warriors) for 3,8%, for a total of 10,5% for 
the two dominant classes.   Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/ideology.012, le candidat de gauche (Hollande) obtient 47% des voix parmi les 
électeurs sans diplôme (en dehors du certificat d'études primaires)  50% parmi les diplômés du secondaire (Bac  Brevet  Bep  etc )  53% parmi les 
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