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Figure 0.9. Transformation of political and electoral conflict 1945-2020: 
emergence of a multiple-elites party system, or a great reversal?

U.S.: difference between % Democratic vote among the top 10% highest-
education voters and the bottom 90% lowest-education voters (after controls)
France: same difference with vote for left-wing parties

U.S.: difference between % Democratic vote among the top 10% highest-
income voters and the bottom 90% lowest-income voters (after controls)
France: same difference with % vote for left-wing parties

Interpretation. In the period 1950-1970, the vote for the Democratic party in the U.S. and for left-wing parties (Socialists, Communists, 
Radicals, Ecologists) in France was associated to voters with the lowest educational degrees and income levels; in the period 1980-2000, it 
became associated with the voters with the highest degrees; in the period 2010-2020, it is also becoming associated with the voters with the 
highest incomes (particularly in the U.S.). Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/ideology.  score 12 point


