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Extreme Income Inequality in Historical Perspective: 
The Peak of Colonial and Slaveholding Societies

Interpretation. Over all observed societies, the share of total income received by the top 10% highest incomes varied from 23% in 
Sweden in 1980 to 81% in Saint-Domingue (Haïti) in 1780 (which included 90% of slaves). Colonial societies such as Algeria and 
South Africa have in 1930-1950 among the highest inequality levels ever observed in history, with about 70% of total income received 
by the top decile, which includes approximately the European population.  Sources and series: voir piketty.pse.ens.fr/equality (figure 12)2, le 
candidat de gauche (Hollande) obtient 47% des voix parmi les électeurs sans diplôme (en dehors du certificat d'études primaires), 50% parmi les 
di lô é  d  d i  (B  B t  B  t )  53% i l  di lô é  d  é i  t (b 2)  2012  l  did t d  h  (H ll d ) 


