Table 12.1. The growth rate of top global wealth, 1987-2013

Average real growth rate
per year 1987-2013
(after deduction of inflation)

The top 1/(100 million) highest

wealth holders 6.8%
(about 30 adults out of 3 billions in 1980s,
and 45 adults out of 4,5 billions in 2010s)

The top 1/(20 million) highest

wealth holders 6.4%
(about 150 adults out of 3 billions in 1980s,
and 225 adults out of 4,5 billions in 2010s)

Average world wealth per adult 21%
Average world income per adult 1.4%
World adult population 1.9%
World GDP 3.3%

Between 1987 and 2013, the highest global wealth fractiles have grown a
6%-7% per year, vs. 2.1% for average world wealth and 1,4% for average
world income. All growth rates are net of inflation (2.3% per year between
1987 and 2013). Sources: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/capital21c.




