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Figure 13.1. Tax revenues in rich countries, 1870-2010

Sweden

France

U.K.

U.S.
,

0%

10%

1870 1890 1910 1930 1950 1970 1990 2010

To
ta

l t
ax

 re
ve

nu
es

 (%
 n

at
io

na
l i

nc
om

e)

Total tax revenues were less than 10% of national income in rich countries until 1900-1910; they represent between 
30% and 55% of national income in 2000-2010. Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/capital21c.  


